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BRIEFING
Democrats in the Legisla-

ture speak out against so-

cial service cuts proposed 

by the governor but side 

with him in opposing tax 

increases. B2

A South Portland man 

faces multiple charges in a 

police chase that reached 

speeds of 100 mph. B2

Photos by John Patriquin/Staff Photographer

Bob Egan and Pat Glazer of Tiverton, R.I., get aboard the new 36-foot Ellis Express Cruiser on Friday at the Maine 

Boatbuilders Show on Fore Street in Portland. The show featuring custom-made boats runs through Sunday.

Dick and 
Sandy Hickok 

of Guilford, 
N.H., check 
out boats 
and outboard 

motors at the 

Maine Boat 
Show at the 
Cumberland 
County Civic 
Center in 
Portland on 
Friday. Power 

boats will be 
on display 
there through 

the weekend.

Hopes ride on vessels 
Custom-made and mass-produced 

boats draw shoppers and dreamers 

to two Portland shows this weekend.

By BETH QUIMBY
Staff Writer

Last year, Kat Tychonievich was studying for 

a doctorate in philosophy at Rutgers University 

in New Jersey. And she was miserable.

This weekend, she is helping to sell boats at 

the Maine Boatbuilders Show as an apprentice 

with the Apprenticeshop boat-building school 

in Rockland.
“I am having the time of my life,” said Tycho-

nievich.
Tychonievich was among hundreds of people 

who were talking about, or looking over, boats 

Friday at two shows in Portland. Both shows 

run through the weekend.
The Maine Boatbuilders Show features more 

than 200 exhibitors of custom-made sail and 

power boats.
A short walk away, at the Cumberland County 

CRUISING THE BOAT SHOWS

Please see BOATS,  Page B6

Sanford 
eyes York 
dispatch 
services
A vote is scheduled for 

Wednesday on a proposal 

to have the town answer 

sheriff’s department calls.

By TESS NACELEWICZ
Staff Writer

The town of Sanford would 

take over dispatching duties 

for the York County Sheriff ’s 

Department as of July 1 under 

a plan that York County commis-

sioners are expected to vote on 

next week.
Most residents of the 14 towns 

that contract with the sheriff ’s 

department for police services 

wouldn’t notice much change. 

Their calls to the sheriff ’s de-

partment in Alfred would simply 

be answered by dispatchers in 

Sanford before being relayed to 

deputies.
The plan would save money 

for taxpayers in Sanford and the 

rest of the county, and could lead 

to improved dispatch services, 

according to county and town 

offi cials.
Sanford Town Manager Mark 

Green said Sanford would like 

to become the regional dispatch 

center for York County.
“We think we could provide a 

better service,” he said.
The county commissioners 

are scheduled to vote on the 

plan during a meeting that will 

begin at 4:30 p.m. Wednesday at 

the York County Courthouse in 

Alfred. Richard Brown, interim 

county manager, said the com-

missioners have indicated sup-

port for the proposal.
The three-year contract calls 

for the county to pay Sanford 

$395,000 for the fi rst year, with 

the amount rising by 5 percent 

in each of the next two years.

In addition to providing dis-

patch services, Sanford would 

provide services relating to 

outstanding warrants for the 

county, Brown said.
Because such services cost 

the county about $550,000 now, 

the new plan would save the 

county about $150,000 per year, 

Brown said.
The county’s budget this year 

is about $20 million.
The seven dispatchers who 

now work for the county would 

be laid off but would be encour-

aged to apply for the fi ve or six 

dispatcher jobs that Sanford 

plans to add to the 10 it has 

now, Brown said. The seven also 

could be considered for other 

county jobs, such as working in 

the jail.
Brown said the county dispatch 

service is already “a skeleton of 

its former self.”

Please see DISPATCH, Page B6

House vote: No spying immunity

By JONATHAN E. KAPLAN
Washington D.C. Correspondent

WASHINGTON — Maine’s 

Democratic Reps. Tom Allen 

and Michael Michaud were on 

the winning side Friday when 

the House approved an elec-

tronic-surveillance bill that 

provides no legal protection 

for companies that participate 

in the Bush administration’s 

domestic spying program.
The House legislation, passed 

by a vote of 213-197, seeks 

changes to a Senate-passed bill 

to overhaul the Foreign Intel-

ligence Surveillance Act.
Maine’s congressional del-

egation is split over whether 

to shield telecommunications 

companies from liability.

Sens. Olympia Snowe and Su-

san Collins, both Republicans, 

voted last month to approve 

the Senate bill, which included 

a provision giving the telecom 

companies retroactive immu-

nity. 
Maine civil liberties groups 

argue that the Senate bill would 

stop state agencies’ lawsuits 

and investigations into whether 

companies like Verizon and 

AT&T shared information with 

the government without a 

court’s permission.
In May 2006, 22 Verizon cus-

tomers fi led a complaint with 

the Maine Public Utilities 

Commission, which has asked 

Verizon to disclose whether 

it gave the National Security 

Agency access to equipment or 

information. 
The Justice Department sued 

to stop the PUC’s complaint 

from moving forward.

“The (House) vote is an ex-

cellent step toward maintain-

ing the rule of law,” said John 

Paterson, a lawyer with the 

Bernstein Shur law fi rm who 

is helping with the case against 

Verizon. “Voting on a  bill that 

opposes telecom immunity al-

lows the Maine case to go to 

court, which is precisely where 

a decision on the legality of the 

telecoms’ actions should be 

decided.”
Republicans who oppose the 

House bill said the telecom-

munications companies should 

not be penalized for aiding the 

government. 
“Democrats passed a bill 

which would drag patriotic pri-

vate companies into court for 

answering their government’s 

call for help,” said Sen. Minority 

Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky. 

“(They) failed our intelligence 

Reps. Allen and Michaud 

vote with the majority to 

deny liability protection 

for telecom companies.

Please see SPYING, Page B6

By DAVID HENCH
Staff Writer

An  offi ce tower proposed on 

land owned by Cumberland 

County is on hold because a 

prospective tenant balked at 

the lease price.
The project was proposed 

in December by CBRE/The 

Boulos Co. for a lot next to the 

county courthouse in Portland, 

bounded by Federal and New-

bury streets and the Franklin 

Arterial.
The plan called for seven 

fl oors of offi ces above a 

fi ve-level parking garage. It 

included a separate 12,000-

square-foot offi ce building, 

worth $2 million, that would 

have been given to the county 

in exchange for the land, which 

is valued at $1.2 million.
Greg Boulos, one of the 

company’s principals, said 

the project would not be built 

without a commitment from 

a major tenant. The company 

was talking with the law fi rm 

Pierce Atwood, which is now 

at One Monument Square and 

needs updated offi ce space.

However, Pierce Atwood 

rejected the proposed lease 

as too expensive and is con-

sidering other offers, including 

one from the developers of the 

Maine State Pier, as well as the 

law fi rm’s current landlord.

“The cost was just too high, 

so we crossed it off the list and 

we’ll continue looking at oth-

ers,” said Bruce Coggeshall, 

managing partner for Pierce 

Atwood.
The fi rm is looking for 70,000 

square of space, with the pos-

sibility of expanding to 100,000 

square feet. It is considering 

buildings on and off Portland’s 

peninsula, he said.
The fi rm plans to renew its 

lease or move by 2011.
Boulos said he will discuss 

the future of the project with 

county offi cials at a meeting 

next month.
Construction of a separate 

building for the county would 

add to the project’s cost, driv-

Tenant’s rejection leaves tower up in air

2007 Press Herald File

A parking lot next to the Cumberland County Courthouse 

in Portland is where an offi ce tower was expected to rise.

An offi ce building project 

that would benefi t 

Cumberland County now 

has an uncertain future.

Please see TOWER,  Page B6

Reports that mood-stabiliz-

ers, hormones, antibiotics 

and other drugs are getting 

into drinking water supplies 

around the country are no 

surprise to Dr. Stevan Gressitt, 

a psychiatrist in Bangor.
He’s been waiting for those 

headlines. The more immediate 

issue for Gressitt is: What do we 

do about it? 
Gressitt and others are about 

to roll out a program that could 

become a national alternative 

to simply fl ushing unused drugs 

down the toilet. Sometime this 

spring or summer, Maine will 

become the fi rst state to test a 

mail-in drug-disposal program.

It comes as concerns about 

the problem are peaking.
The Associated Press re-

ported this week in newspapers 

across the country, including 

this one, that medications have 

been detected in public water 

supplies for 24 metropolitan 

areas around the country. 
While suppli-
ers said the 
levels are so 
low that water 
remains safe 
to drink, the 

widespread presence of phar-

maceuticals – and America’s 

fast-growing appetite for drugs 

– worries a lot of scientists, as 

well as people who simply like 

their water chem-free.
“People are not happy about 

drugs in their water. That’s not 

a scientifi c survey, that’s just 

what I hear,” Gressitt said.

No Maine water supplies have 

been tested for pharmaceuti-

cals, according to state and lo-

cal offi cials. The Portland Water 

District said this week that its 

water is safe and unlikely to 

have traces of drugs, because of 

the way it protects Sebago Lake 

and disinfects the water.
Drugs get into the environ-

ment and, ultimately, drinking 

water in two primary ways. 

First, people take medicine and 

excrete the non-metabolized 

portions into the sewers. Sec-

ond, people fl ush or throw away 

pills and ointments that expire 

or are no longer wanted.
Scientists are studying the 

metabolism problem. The fl ush-

ing issue is where we come in.

There is disagreement around 

the country about what we 

should do with unwanted drugs. 

But everyone agrees that 

fl ushing them down the toilet is 

asking for trouble. Offi cials here 

also advise against throwing 

them into the trash.
Mainers are being advised 

to turn in the drugs to police 

departments or at periodic 

collection events. One such 

collection is coming up in the 

Bath-Brunswick area June 3, 

although details have not yet 

been announced. 
The other offi cial option in 

Maine is to hold onto the drugs 

a little while longer, because 

help is on the way.
State agencies and the Univer-

sity of Maine’s Center on Aging 

plan to start a pilot mail-in pro-

gram this spring. Free drug-dis-

posal mailers will be placed in 

selected drugstores in Cumber-

land, Aroostook, Kennebec and 

Penobscot counties. Later this 

year, the agencies will test the 

same program statewide.
Mailers will be addressed to 

the Maine Drug Enforcement 

Agency, which will make sure 

the medications are disposed of 

as hazardous waste.
Gressitt, who has helped lead 

efforts to fi nd a statewide solu-

tion, said the next step will be to 

make the program permanent.

If we keep fl ushing, he said, 

Maine’s water could make 

news, too. “We’re not immune.”

Staff Writer John Richardson can be 

contacted at 791-6324 or at:

jrichardson@pressherald.com

Read John’s blog at:

www.pressherald.com

Drugs in
the water?
What next?
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BRIEFING
Democrats in the Legisla-

ture speak out against so-

cial service cuts proposed 

by the governor but side 

with him in opposing tax 

increases. B2

A South Portland man 

faces multiple charges in a 

police chase that reached 

speeds of 100 mph. B2

Photos by John Patriquin/Staff Photographer

Bob Egan and Pat Glazer of Tiverton, R.I., get aboard the new 36-foot Ellis Express Cruiser on Friday at the Maine 

Boatbuilders Show on Fore Street in Portland. The show featuring custom-made boats runs through Sunday.

Dick and 
Sandy Hickok 

of Guilford, 
N.H., check 
out boats 
and outboard 

motors at the 

Maine Boat 
Show at the 
Cumberland 
County Civic 
Center in 
Portland on 
Friday. Power 

boats will be 
on display 
there through 

the weekend.

Hopes ride on vessels 
Custom-made and mass-produced 

boats draw shoppers and dreamers 

to two Portland shows this weekend.

By BETH QUIMBY
Staff Writer

Last year, Kat Tychonievich was studying for 

a doctorate in philosophy at Rutgers University 

in New Jersey. And she was miserable.

This weekend, she is helping to sell boats at 

the Maine Boatbuilders Show as an apprentice 

with the Apprenticeshop boat-building school 

in Rockland.
“I am having the time of my life,” said Tycho-

nievich.
Tychonievich was among hundreds of people 

who were talking about, or looking over, boats 

Friday at two shows in Portland. Both shows 

run through the weekend.
The Maine Boatbuilders Show features more 

than 200 exhibitors of custom-made sail and 

power boats.
A short walk away, at the Cumberland County 

CRUISING THE BOAT SHOWS

Please see BOATS,  Page B6

Sanford 
eyes York 
dispatch 
services
A vote is scheduled for 

Wednesday on a proposal 

to have the town answer 

sheriff’s department calls.

By TESS NACELEWICZ
Staff Writer

The town of Sanford would 

take over dispatching duties 

for the York County Sheriff ’s 

Department as of July 1 under 

a plan that York County commis-

sioners are expected to vote on 

next week.
Most residents of the 14 towns 

that contract with the sheriff ’s 

department for police services 

wouldn’t notice much change. 

Their calls to the sheriff ’s de-

partment in Alfred would simply 

be answered by dispatchers in 

Sanford before being relayed to 

deputies.
The plan would save money 

for taxpayers in Sanford and the 

rest of the county, and could lead 

to improved dispatch services, 

according to county and town 

offi cials.
Sanford Town Manager Mark 

Green said Sanford would like 

to become the regional dispatch 

center for York County.
“We think we could provide a 

better service,” he said.
The county commissioners 

are scheduled to vote on the 

plan during a meeting that will 

begin at 4:30 p.m. Wednesday at 

the York County Courthouse in 

Alfred. Richard Brown, interim 

county manager, said the com-

missioners have indicated sup-

port for the proposal.
The three-year contract calls 

for the county to pay Sanford 

$395,000 for the fi rst year, with 

the amount rising by 5 percent 

in each of the next two years.

In addition to providing dis-

patch services, Sanford would 

provide services relating to 

outstanding warrants for the 

county, Brown said.
Because such services cost 

the county about $550,000 now, 

the new plan would save the 

county about $150,000 per year, 

Brown said.
The county’s budget this year 

is about $20 million.
The seven dispatchers who 

now work for the county would 

be laid off but would be encour-

aged to apply for the fi ve or six 

dispatcher jobs that Sanford 

plans to add to the 10 it has 

now, Brown said. The seven also 

could be considered for other 

county jobs, such as working in 

the jail.
Brown said the county dispatch 

service is already “a skeleton of 

its former self.”

Please see DISPATCH, Page B6

House vote: No spying immunity

By JONATHAN E. KAPLAN
Washington D.C. Correspondent

WASHINGTON — Maine’s 

Democratic Reps. Tom Allen 

and Michael Michaud were on 

the winning side Friday when 

the House approved an elec-

tronic-surveillance bill that 

provides no legal protection 

for companies that participate 

in the Bush administration’s 

domestic spying program.
The House legislation, passed 

by a vote of 213-197, seeks 

changes to a Senate-passed bill 

to overhaul the Foreign Intel-

ligence Surveillance Act.
Maine’s congressional del-

egation is split over whether 

to shield telecommunications 

companies from liability.

Sens. Olympia Snowe and Su-

san Collins, both Republicans, 

voted last month to approve 

the Senate bill, which included 

a provision giving the telecom 

companies retroactive immu-

nity. 
Maine civil liberties groups 

argue that the Senate bill would 

stop state agencies’ lawsuits 

and investigations into whether 

companies like Verizon and 

AT&T shared information with 

the government without a 

court’s permission.
In May 2006, 22 Verizon cus-

tomers fi led a complaint with 

the Maine Public Utilities 

Commission, which has asked 

Verizon to disclose whether 

it gave the National Security 

Agency access to equipment or 

information. 
The Justice Department sued 

to stop the PUC’s complaint 

from moving forward.

“The (House) vote is an ex-

cellent step toward maintain-

ing the rule of law,” said John 

Paterson, a lawyer with the 

Bernstein Shur law fi rm who 

is helping with the case against 

Verizon. “Voting on a  bill that 

opposes telecom immunity al-

lows the Maine case to go to 

court, which is precisely where 

a decision on the legality of the 

telecoms’ actions should be 

decided.”
Republicans who oppose the 

House bill said the telecom-

munications companies should 

not be penalized for aiding the 

government. 
“Democrats passed a bill 

which would drag patriotic pri-

vate companies into court for 

answering their government’s 

call for help,” said Sen. Minority 

Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky. 

“(They) failed our intelligence 

Reps. Allen and Michaud 

vote with the majority to 

deny liability protection 

for telecom companies.

Please see SPYING, Page B6

By DAVID HENCH
Staff Writer

An  offi ce tower proposed on 

land owned by Cumberland 

County is on hold because a 

prospective tenant balked at 

the lease price.
The project was proposed 

in December by CBRE/The 

Boulos Co. for a lot next to the 

county courthouse in Portland, 

bounded by Federal and New-

bury streets and the Franklin 

Arterial.
The plan called for seven 

fl oors of offi ces above a 

fi ve-level parking garage. It 

included a separate 12,000-

square-foot offi ce building, 

worth $2 million, that would 

have been given to the county 

in exchange for the land, which 

is valued at $1.2 million.
Greg Boulos, one of the 

company’s principals, said 

the project would not be built 

without a commitment from 

a major tenant. The company 

was talking with the law fi rm 

Pierce Atwood, which is now 

at One Monument Square and 

needs updated offi ce space.

However, Pierce Atwood 

rejected the proposed lease 

as too expensive and is con-

sidering other offers, including 

one from the developers of the 

Maine State Pier, as well as the 

law fi rm’s current landlord.

“The cost was just too high, 

so we crossed it off the list and 

we’ll continue looking at oth-

ers,” said Bruce Coggeshall, 

managing partner for Pierce 

Atwood.
The fi rm is looking for 70,000 

square of space, with the pos-

sibility of expanding to 100,000 

square feet. It is considering 

buildings on and off Portland’s 

peninsula, he said.
The fi rm plans to renew its 

lease or move by 2011.
Boulos said he will discuss 

the future of the project with 

county offi cials at a meeting 

next month.
Construction of a separate 

building for the county would 

add to the project’s cost, driv-

Tenant’s rejection leaves tower up in air

2007 Press Herald File

A parking lot next to the Cumberland County Courthouse 

in Portland is where an offi ce tower was expected to rise.

An offi ce building project 

that would benefi t 

Cumberland County now 

has an uncertain future.

Please see TOWER,  Page B6

Reports that mood-stabiliz-

ers, hormones, antibiotics 

and other drugs are getting 

into drinking water supplies 

around the country are no 

surprise to Dr. Stevan Gressitt, 

a psychiatrist in Bangor.
He’s been waiting for those 

headlines. The more immediate 

issue for Gressitt is: What do we 

do about it? 
Gressitt and others are about 

to roll out a program that could 

become a national alternative 

to simply fl ushing unused drugs 

down the toilet. Sometime this 

spring or summer, Maine will 

become the fi rst state to test a 

mail-in drug-disposal program.

It comes as concerns about 

the problem are peaking.
The Associated Press re-

ported this week in newspapers 

across the country, including 

this one, that medications have 

been detected in public water 

supplies for 24 metropolitan 

areas around the country. 
While suppli-
ers said the 
levels are so 
low that water 
remains safe 
to drink, the 

widespread presence of phar-

maceuticals – and America’s 

fast-growing appetite for drugs 

– worries a lot of scientists, as 

well as people who simply like 

their water chem-free.
“People are not happy about 

drugs in their water. That’s not 

a scientifi c survey, that’s just 

what I hear,” Gressitt said.

No Maine water supplies have 

been tested for pharmaceuti-

cals, according to state and lo-

cal offi cials. The Portland Water 

District said this week that its 

water is safe and unlikely to 

have traces of drugs, because of 

the way it protects Sebago Lake 

and disinfects the water.
Drugs get into the environ-

ment and, ultimately, drinking 

water in two primary ways. 

First, people take medicine and 

excrete the non-metabolized 

portions into the sewers. Sec-

ond, people fl ush or throw away 

pills and ointments that expire 

or are no longer wanted.
Scientists are studying the 

metabolism problem. The fl ush-

ing issue is where we come in.

There is disagreement around 

the country about what we 

should do with unwanted drugs. 

But everyone agrees that 

fl ushing them down the toilet is 

asking for trouble. Offi cials here 

also advise against throwing 

them into the trash.
Mainers are being advised 

to turn in the drugs to police 

departments or at periodic 

collection events. One such 

collection is coming up in the 

Bath-Brunswick area June 3, 

although details have not yet 

been announced. 
The other offi cial option in 

Maine is to hold onto the drugs 

a little while longer, because 

help is on the way.
State agencies and the Univer-

sity of Maine’s Center on Aging 

plan to start a pilot mail-in pro-

gram this spring. Free drug-dis-

posal mailers will be placed in 

selected drugstores in Cumber-

land, Aroostook, Kennebec and 

Penobscot counties. Later this 

year, the agencies will test the 

same program statewide.
Mailers will be addressed to 

the Maine Drug Enforcement 

Agency, which will make sure 

the medications are disposed of 

as hazardous waste.
Gressitt, who has helped lead 

efforts to fi nd a statewide solu-

tion, said the next step will be to 

make the program permanent.

If we keep fl ushing, he said, 

Maine’s water could make 

news, too. “We’re not immune.”

Staff Writer John Richardson can be 

contacted at 791-6324 or at:

jrichardson@pressherald.com

Read John’s blog at:

www.pressherald.com
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Maria Gomez knows fi rst-
hand the devastation that 

can hit families who don’t 

have health insurance.
Gomez is chief executive 

offi cer of Mary’s Center for 

Maternal and Child Care in the 

District of Columbia. The clinic 

serves Latinos who either have 

no insurance or are underin-

sured.
The fact that 47 million people 

– 9 million children – in this 

country are uninsured has 

been one of the top issues in 

the current presidential cam-

paign. Equally troubling is this 

statistic: The lack of health-care 

coverage is most acute among 

Hispanics and African-Ameri-

cans, many of whom work in 

low-wage jobs without benefi ts 

or are employed by small busi-

nesses that don’t offer coverage.

“Things are getting worse,” 

Gomez said. “What we are see-

ing is a lot of people coming in 

who cannot qualify for govern-

ment programs.”
These families earn too much 

to qualify for free care but don’t 

make enough to pay for their 

own health insurance, she said.

Thirty-six percent of Hispan-

ics are uninsured, compared 

with 22 percent of African-

Americans, 17 percent of 

Asian/Pacifi c Islanders, and 13 

percent of whites, according to 

the Kaiser Family Foundation’s 

most recent analysis of census 

data.
“The numbers are just 

unbelievable,” said Jennifer 

Ng’andu, associate director of 

health policy for the National 

Council of La Raza. “I’m very 

excited the discussion about 

this has been generating a lot of 

attention. But now our leaders 

have to start thinking about how 

we move forward to get people 

access to health care.”
If you have adequate health 

insurance and are inclined to 

think this issue doesn’t affect 

you, let me assure you it does.

The cost of insurance for 

those with coverage is escalat-

ing in part because the number 

of uninsured Americans keeps 

rising, said Ron Pollack, execu-

tive director of Families USA, a 

nonprofi t, national organization 

that advocates for high-quality, 

affordable health care for all 

Americans.
Using data from the U.S. Cen-

sus Bureau, the federal Agency 

for Healthcare Research and 

Quality, and the National Center 

for Health Statistics, Families 

USA determined that the un-

paid expenses for the uninsured 

added an average of $922 in 2005 

to the premiums for employer-

provided family health insur-

ance. That extra cost could 

rise to $1,502 in 2010, the group 

found.
If you have insurance, you 

know how the costs hit your 

wallet.
Increasingly, employers are 

shifting a larger portion of their 

health premiums to employees. 

THE COLOR OF MONEY
MICHELLE SINGLETARY

Uninsured
already 

everyone’s 
problem 
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Chance to build
a new Navy fl eet

A team mobilizes the state’s boat-building 

and composites industry strengths to win 

the job of creating fast naval boats.

Shawn Patrick Ouellette / Staff Photographer

To win contracts for lightweight, high-speed boats and other Navy contracts, the Maine composites industry wants to train a lot more skilled 

workers like Kirt Engstrom, here grinding a pipe fl ange molded from composites at Kenway Corp. in Augusta.

MAINE’S RIGHT STUFF

By MATT WICKENHEISER
Staff Writer

I
n several years, the U.S. Navy will 

begin to replace its fl eet of small, 

high-speed vessels it drops from 

planes and ships to deploy SEALs 

into global hot spots.
The Navy has methodically asked the 

shipbuilding industry for studies, data 

and information to determine what sort 

of vessel will replace the Navy Special 

Warfare 11-meter RHIB, or rigid-hull 

infl atable boat – think military Zodiac.

A Maine-based team has been working 

on the process for two years now, and 

believes the state is uniquely positioned 

in competition to build the replacement 

fl eet. 
In fact, it believes the state can domi-

nate a market niche for Navy small, fast, 

light, all-composite ships.

While one company may not be able to 

compete from design to bid to construc-

tion, the various yards and experts in 

the state often work together on proj-

ects. And collaborating with combined 

strengths may make Maine a contender 

for Navy shipbuilding projects. If the 

Maine team eventually gets the contract 

to build the boats, it would likely benefi t 

a number of yards.
“We’ve been generally working to pro-

mote Maine’s industrial base as a place 

to build high-speed composite boats. 

This is a niche where we can get our 

foot in the door,” said Steve Von Vogt, 

president of Maine Marine Composites 

LLC in Portland. “It’s an area by heri-

tage and critical mass we can compete 

in.”
Maine Marine Composites is the 

project manager on the team hop-

ing to replace the RHIBs. Other team 

members include Kenway Corp., a 

composites builder in Augusta; Tex 

Tech Industries, a high-tech materials 

company in North Monmouth; Small 

Craft Engineering LLC in Portland; a 

naval architect in Virginia; a shock-miti-

gating seat company in New Hampshire 

and the University of Maine’s Advanced 

Engineered Wood Composites Center.

LEARN MORE ONLINE 
VISIT “A Legacy of 

Ships,” a special 

Portland Press 

Herald/Maine 

Sunday Telegram 

package featuring 

stories, videos 

and photographs 

of Maine 
shipbuilding’s 400-

year-old history, 

where it is now and 

where it’s heading.

http://tinyurl.com/

2lpyzk

Please see BOATS,  Page F2

Kenneth Priest, 
president of Kenway 

Corp. – here with a 

pipefi tting made from 

composites – believes 

the state’s composites 

companies and 

multiple boatyards are 

key advantages in the 

competition to land 

Navy contracts.

Hulu tests tolerance for ads with online video

By KIM HART
and MIKE MUSGROVE

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Watching 

video online has typically en-

tailed viewing short snippets 

of celebrity news, music videos 

and homemade clips. But as 

streaming video becomes more 

popular, Hollywood is trying 

to fi gure out how to make its 

old business translate better 

online.
Hulu, a joint venture of NBC 

Universal and Fox, made its 

Web debut Wednesday with a 

large library of advertising-sup-

ported television shows, movies 

and other video. It had gained a 

following among about 5 million 

users during its test phase.

Hulu requires viewers to 

sit through two minutes of 

advertisements for a typical 

half-hour episode, or roughly 75 

percent less commercial time 

than the typical prime-time TV 

show. Users of digital video re-

corders can skip commercials, 

but there’s no fast-forwarding 

through Hulu.
Hulu, like other online video 

companies, is testing view-

ers’ tolerance for ads. It also 

plans to announce deals with 

Warner Bros. Television Group 

and Lionsgate to make popular 

shows like “Dawson’s Creek” 

and movies like “Terminator 2” 

available on the site.
Hulu’s library doesn’t cover 

everything. ABC and CBS, for 

example, are not part of its ros-

ter of about 50 studios and net-

works. But Hulu chief executive 

Jason Kilar said the company 

has quadrupled the number of 

titles in its catalog since start-

ing private testing in October.

The early popularity of Hulu 

and the growing audiences for 

other premium video content 

suggests that online viewers 

are interested in watching 

more than just the amateur vid-

eos that catapulted YouTube to 

success, said David Hallerman, 

Hulu viewers tend to be 

more engaged because 

they sit closer to the 

screen than TV watchers.

Please see ONLINE, Page F4

How a little light put the University of Maine System on the global research map.

Thanks to fiber optic connectivity provided by Mid-Maine Communications 

the University of Maine System research moves at the speed of light.

“The expanded R&E network will greatly increase Maine’s appeal 

and potential as a high-tech center of research, development, and 

commercialization of products, technologies, and ideas.” 

– Dr. Richard L. Pattenaude, University of Maine System Chancellor
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Did you know...

• �Of the 201,000 adults who read the daily paper, 
98% indicate they are regular readers of this section

• �Of the 246,000 adults who read the Sunday paper, 
94% indicate they are regular readers of this section

   Source: 2006 Maine Market Readership Study, Belden Associates

Net rates local advertisers only.


